
  Key Areas of Expenditure for Funds Donated to BABI: 
 

 employ ing a general is t  adolescent  counsel lor  to  ass ist  the 
many young people and fami l ies   who come to  us seek ing 
personal  support  and counsel l ing;   

 
 for  our  Homelessness Program;  

 
 as wel l  as  l i fe  sk i l ls  t ra in ing,  bui ld ing maintenance,  furn i ture,  

whi tegoods and basic   educat ional  suppl ies  and serv ices for  
young people accommodated in  the range of  propert ies 
serv iced by BABI;          

 
 expansion of  our  Parent ing & Enjoying Teenagers program; 

 
 contr ibut ing to opportuni t ies  for  our  young parents  to 

exper ience a beach hol iday envi ronment;  
 

 prov id ing the means to fund ce lebratory events for  our  young 
people;  

 
 and enr ich ing other  everyday fac i l i t ies,  ac t iv i t ies  and 

exper iences to  bet ter  equip young people to  contr ibute  
ef fect ively  in a l l  aspects of  thei r  personal ,  fami ly ,  communi ty  
and  work envi ronments.  

 
How wil l  the funds be used? 
 
Our most  pressing need is  to br idge the gap between Government funding 
and the rea l  cost  of  provid ing our  programs. We need to  ra ise money to 
adequately  fund these v i ta l  serv ices for  young people  and fami l ies in  the 
local  communi ty :   
 
Homelessness Program 
 
How can anyone p lan a fu ture wi thout  a roof  over  thei r  head? The 
Homelessness Program of fers supported accommodat ion,  in format ion,  
advice,  re ferra l ,  counsel l ing and mediat ion for  15 to 21 year o lds  who are 
homeless or a t  r isk  o f  homelessness.  One of  our  houses is  reserved for  
homeless h igh school  and TAFE students wishing to complete the i r  
educat ion.  BABI accommodates up to 30 young people ( inc luding chi ldren 
of  young parents)  a t  any g iven t ime.  Government fund ing for  th is  program 
does not  meet  operat ional  costs,  and cer ta in ly  does not  cover the cost  of  
bui ld ing maintenance, furn i ture and whi tegoods.  Your  donat ion wi l l  help  
us br idge the gap. 
 
 Life Skil ls Program  
 
Young people accommodated by BABI receive t ra in ing in  the real  wor ld  
sk i l ls  and knowledge that ,  under  normal  c i rcumstances,  would be learned 
wi th in  the fami ly .  These are the essent ia l  sk i l ls  that  underpin  independent  
l iv ing,  such as cook ing,  c leaning,  budget ing,  shopping and s tudy sk i l ls ,  
understanding the balance between r ights  and respons ib i l i t ies,  and soc ia l  
sk i l ls .  This  program is  funded sole ly by donat ions.   
 



Family Support Program 
 
Most people agree parent ing is  the hardest  job of  a l l .  Can you imagine 
what i t 's  l ike for  a  16 year o ld wi th  no fami ly  support?  The Fami ly  Support  
Program of fers  an outreach serv ice to young parents  accommodated by 
BABI.  The serv ice incorporates counsel l ing and support ,  parent  
educat ion,  advocacy and re ferra l .  The program also of fers counsel l ing,  
support ,  advocacy and re ferra l  serv ices  to the fami l ies of  adolescents .   
 
Parenting & Enjoying Teenagers 
 
This  legendary  program has been prov ided by BABI s ince 1986 and is  
a lways extremely  popular  -  because i t  works.  Parent ing & Enjoying 
Teenagers of fers  sound,  pract ica l  s t rategies for  s t rengthening 
parent /ch i ld  re la t ionships and surv iv ing (and enjoying!)  the chal leng ing 
teenage years.  The success of  th is  program over the last  20 years  was 
recognized in  September 2006 when i t  was the recip ient  of  the Chi ld  
Protect ion Award for  Educat ion presented by The Chi ld Protect ion Week 
commit tee.   At  a communi ty  leve l ,  i t 's  an important  too l  in  the prevent ion 
of  youth homelessness.  Parent ing & Enjoying Teenagers tackles ser ious 
issues in  a  fun and f r iendly  way,  and is  open to a l l  parents ,  fos ter  parents 
and grandparents .  This program is  funded sole ly  by  donat ion and 
part ic ipant  contr ibut ions.   
 
Youth Support Program 
 
What  would your  fu ture be l ike i f  your fami ly  l i fe  was just  too chaot ic  to 
stay at  school? Ear ly  school  leavers face ser ious long term disadvantage 
in terms of  career development,  capaci ty  to  complete fur ther  educat ion 
and t ra in ing,  and other  opportuni t ies  to progress and part ic ipate in 
communi ty  l i fe .  The Youth Support  Program prov ides in format ion,  referra l  
and support  for  s tudents who are a t  r isk  o f  leaving school  ear ly  or  at  r isk 
of  homelessness.  Your donat ion could  help  extend th is  important  support  
program to  more young people in  need.   
 
Youth Development Programs 
 
Young people at  school ,  in  the general  communi ty  or  in  BABI 
accommodat ion of ten have problems wi th developing and mainta in ing 
heal thy  re lat ionships or  in teract ing appropr iate ly  in  socia l  set t ings.   Many 
are unable to gain these v i ta l  sk i l ls  in  thei r  usual  fami ly  or  communi ty  
envi ronment and so i t  fa l ls  to  BABI workers  to support  young people in  
thei r  quest  to become more comfor table wi th themselves and others.   A 
wide range of  programs to  bui ld  sel f -esteem, explore re la t ionsh ips,  
exper ience di f ferent  socia l  set t ings,  handle  conf l ic t  s i tuat ions,  bet ter  
ensure sel f -care s trategies are implemented and emot ional  and creat ive 
expression encouraged are presented through L inX and the Youth Space 
programs such as hol iday programs, Drop- in a f ternoons,  Gir ls ’ /Boys’  
Groups,  excurs ions,  camps,  ar t ,  music and recreat ional  ac t iv i t ies.  
 
 
Youth Justice Program 
 
What 's  the future for  a  12 year o ld who spends summer hol idays in " juv ie"  
(youth detent ion)  and considers  i t  an improvement on home? Ear ly  



in tervent ion is  the key to  reducing juveni le  cr ime.  The Youth Just ice 
Program engages in counsel l ing,  support  and group work wi th  10-17 year 
o lds  who are of fenders or  a t  r isk  of  par t ic ipat ing in o f fending behaviour ,  
and thei r  fami l ies.  The Youth Just ice Program works very c losely  wi th  the 
Juveni le  Aid Bureau,  and has been instrumenta l  in  reducing the inc idence 
of  graf f i t i  through the Graf f i t i  Task Force.  Wi th your help th is  program 
could  ass is t  many more young people  a t  r isk  of  o f fending.  
 
Get Set For Work 
 
To some young people,  school ing has not  been an easy road to  fo l low.  
The many bumps and detours exper ienced have led to  d is i l lus ionment and 
of ten d isengagement wi th the educat ional  process.  The GSFW Program 
supports such young people in  the 15-18 year o ld age bracket  to  
exper ience an a l ternat ive,  hol is t ica l ly  underpinned 8 week program to  
increase thei r  mot ivat ion to e i ther return to school ,  engage in  o ther  s tudy 
or  seek employment.   This  is  an investment in  each of  the par t ic ipants ’   
future as wel l  as in fu ture generat ions.  
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